76th Commencement Sunday, March 10", 2024

Honorable guests from the Metropolitan Assembly, the Alumni Association and the Metropolitan Board of Education, PTA Board
Members, other distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, and new graduates. I would first like to say a few words to our new
graduates at this, the 76th commencement of Komaba High School. My students, today will be the last time for you to listen to a
speech by me in English. I hope you’ll be kind, generous, and patient for a little while longer, as you have been for the last year.

Three years have passed since you began your studies at this highly selective and historically important Metropolitan High
School. There must be countless things that have concerned and interested you during these years.

Three years ago, all of you were still junior high school students, but now, since the amended Civil Code has been implemented,
most of you have already become legally adults and have, to some extent, gained intellectual strength, judgment, and powers of
expression. That makes me very happy. You have gained the right to do many things, and at the same time you are responsible for
how you behave as adults. Even though it may be difficult for most of you to be independent economically from your guardians,
you should be independent as young adults in other ways and be responsible for the principles by which you live.

There have been many things that have seemed especially noteworthy during these past three years.

In March of 2020, the government declared a state of emergency, which was a year before you entered Komaba High School. We
were forced to lockdown schools for nearly three months. We had to cancel or postpone our entrance ceremony, school trips, the
Sports Day, the School Festival, and club activities. These unfortunate reversals must have been especially disappointing to you,
your guardians, and my fellow teachers. Since then, we have also had to go through many surges of COVID-19 infections, and
now we seem to be in the tenth one of them.

Vaccinations began in March of 2021, but we had to hold the Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games that summer without
spectators. There was much good news, though, that made us happy, including the facts that Japan won 58 medals in the Olympic
Games, with many young athletes attracting interest and achieving good results, that Shohei Ohtani appeared in the MLB All-Star

Game and was named the MLB’s M VP, that Sota Fujii won five shogi titles, and that Dr. Syukuro Manabe won the Nobel Prize in
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Physics for his pioneering research on climate change.

In 2022, there was, unfortunately, very much sad news. In February, Russia invaded Ukraine. It’s already almost two years since
Russia began its so-called “special military operation,” supposedly undertaken to protect people in the eastern part of Ukraine. In
July, former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe was shot dead by a man who claimed to have been victimized because his family had
been ruined by the organization formerly known as the Unification Church, which, he insisted, Mr. Abe had supported as Prime
Minister. There was also some good news in 2022, however. Shohei Ohtani, for example, won 15 games as a pitcher and hit 34
homeruns. The Samurai Blue made us happy, too, at the FIFA World Cup in Qatar, defeating both Germany and Spain, each of
which nations are previous World Cup winners.

And in 2023, on February 6, a major earthquake of M7.8 occurred in southeastern Turkey. The collapse of buildings there was a
terrible part of the damage caused by this mega-earthquake, which claimed the lives of more than 40,000 people in Turkey and
Syria. In March, Samurai Japan won the WBC championship after 13 years. In May, the government decided to downgrade
COVID-19 to a “common infectious disease,” which made us think again about what those countless restrictions had been for. In
August, Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings started to release, into the Pacific Ocean, “treated radioactive water, ™ shori-
sui, from the tsunami-hit Fukushima nuclear plant, and this discharging is scheduled to continue for over thirty years. While it has
been determined by the IAEA that the discharging will have almost no environmental effects on creatures in the ocean, China and
several other East Asian countries have expressed strong objections to the decision made by our government and have banned
fish imports from Japan. Also, many fishermen in the region have worried that discharging the treated water will affect their
livelihoods. In October, Sota Fujii won the title of Oza, becoming the youngest person in the long history of Shogi to do that. In
November, the Hanshin Tigers won the Japan Series for the first time in the last 38 years, and Shohei Ohtani became the first
Asian MLB player to be crowned “Homerun Champion.” One thing that has made us all very happy is that you have proved that
you can do your school events even under emergency conditions by creating new ways of doing them. I am sure you must feel
that you were able to make your Torikoma-sai a success, a festival through which, even under emergency conditions, you
succeeded in passing on your proud school traditions to your kohai, the next generation. You should be thankful that it was at

least possible for you to perform plays in front of classmates, your guardians, and some junior high school students. We don’t
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have time to spend complaining about the age that we live in. I do hope you will accept the reality and enjoy new ways of making
your days from now on unforgettable ones.

And this year, on January 1, a huge earthquake hit Hokuriku, and the cities, towns, and villages on the Noto Peninsula were hit
especially hard. They say more than 240 people died and more than 46 thousand houses collapsed. It will take a very long time
for people in Hokuriku to rebuild their daily lives. We should pray for them. And we must help them out, trying to do whatever
we can.

It is hard to imagine how our society might change in the next ten years. That’s why you all should be lifelong learners. I think
that we learn because we want to be happier. And to stop learning means to stop becoming happier. If you stop learning, you will
not be able to adapt yourself to changes in our society. If you can’t be happy yourself, you won’t be able to make our society
better. We must keep on moving forward. And you should remember that there will be many chances to leave your marks and to
make achievements that will change our society for the better in this age of uncertainty. I do hope you will be able to make
important contributions to our society in the near future.

Some of you will begin studies at a university and others will prepare for another try for admission next year. And some of you
may have to move to different regions. You may feel depressed to discover that some people you meet are better than you in
certain fields. But communicating with those people will help you mature and make you stronger and wiser. Working together
creates strength.

Japan has little in the way of natural resources. Our nation’s greatest treasure is its citizenry. You are part of that great treasure.
Each of you is irreplaceable. Believe in yourselves. The possibilities for you are infinite. Aim high, everyone!

Now to your guardians, thank you very much for attending today’s commencement, and thank you very much for your kind and
warm support during these three years.

Now to my fellow teachers, I’'m very proud of you and sincerely appreciate your important contributions to our school. I would

like to express my warmest regards and appreciation to you all now.
3



To our guests, I thank you very much for attending this commencement. I hope you will continue to offer us your very valuable
help and advice. I am confident that our school will continue to be efficient in producing students useful to our society.

One last thing, I sincerely apologize to you for having this commencement just two days before the secondary entrance exam for
individual national and municipal universities, which may have made it hard for you to try one in a city other than Tokyo. And as
I have told you before, during both the first and second trimesters, we received a large number of opinions and a certain amount
of criticism from you and your guardians concerning school lessons, homework, and club activities. While we have tried hard to
solve all the problems, we continue to struggle with two of them, problems that concern club activities and homework and that
seem difficult to solve in a short period of time. I promise again to do my best in trying to remedy this situation for your kohai.

Thank you very much.
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